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Bibliographic Description
 
History of the Island of St. Domingo, from its first discovery by Columbus to the present period. 
Mahlon Day, 1824. First American edition. 
 
[Title page in Roman, Gothic, and Italic]
HISTORY │OF THE │ISLAND OF ST. DOMINGO, │FROM ITS FIRST │DISCOVERY 
BY COLUMBUS │TO │THE PRESENT PERIOD. │[small decorative rule] │ LONDON: 
PRINTED, 1818 ; │ New=York: │REPRINTED BY MAHLON DAY, │ NO. 372, PEARL-
STREET. │[dotted rule 1.5 cm.] │ 1824.
 
Collation: 21.5 cm. x 13 cm. ; [1]4 2-344 351 ; 137 leaves.
 
Pagination: [i-v] vi-viii [1] 2-31 [32] 33-57 [58] 59-66 [67] 68-82 [83] 84-95 [96] 97-109 [110] 
111-125 [126] 127-161 [162] 163-172 [173] 174-188 [189] 190-196 [197] 198-209 [210] 211-
228 [229-230] 231-233 [234] 235-236 [237] 238 [239] 240-241 [242] 243-246 [247] 248-250 
[251] 252-253 [254] 255 [256] 257-266.
 
Contents:  [i] Title page [ii] Note by the author [iii] ‘ADVERTISEMENT.’ [v]-
viii ‘CONTENTS.’ [1]-228 Text [229]-266 ‘APPENDIX.’
 
Typography and paper: Wove paper; 37 lines per page. Running heads: Rectos and versos: pp. 
vi-viii “CONTENTS.” ; Rectos: pp. 3 “THE BEAUTY OF THE ISLAND.” pp.5 “RIVERS 
AND MINES.” pp.7 “CHARACTER OF THE INHABITANTS.” etc. Versos: pp. 2-30 
 “HISTORY OF ST. DOMINGO.” pp. 34 “HISTORY OF ST. DOMINGO.” etc.  
 
Binding: Leather. Front and back covers blank. Spine: five-panelled spine divided by gilt double-
ruling. Flyleaves in front and back. White wove endpapers. All edges trimmed.
 
Location: NAlU
 
Publication notes: According to Joseph Sabin’s Bibliotheca Americana Vol. XVIII, B. 75133 
(1889): this book was first published in London, “printed [by S. Curtis] for Archibald Constable 
and Co. Edinburgh; and Rest Fenner, London” in 1818 in an 8vo with 446 pages and “folded 
table”; it was reprinted in New York by Mahlon Day in 1824, in an 8vo with 266 pages, making 
this the first American edition. Additionally, Sabin notes “the authorship has been attributed to 
Sir James Basket.”
 


